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z The Year In Review z

I sincerely apologize, as it’s been far too long since I have 
managed an update. This edition will cover the year’s highlights.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES! 

A N  A T T E M P T  A T  A  S O M E W H A T  R E G U L A R  U P D A T E  O N  M Y  W O R K  &  L I F E 
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As hard as it is to believe, 2015 
marked 5 years since I left the 
States to begin this journey!  
Some of  you may remember that 
5 years was my initial time 
commitment to Angola & my 
supporting partners.  Last year I 
had time with my mentors, elders 
& pastors at Little Rock Church 
(LRC) during which we reflected 
on my experience so far & plans 
for the future. I expressed my 
strong commitment to continuing 
kingdom work in Angola for the 
near future.  After prayer & a 
period of  decision by the LRC 
elders, we agreed to join together 
for 3 more years of  ministry. I am 
so happy that LRC agreed to 
continue in this beautiful 
partnership that I feel has been so 
blessed by God. I pray that each 
& every one of  you will also 

continue on this journey with me 
through your constant prayers, 
encouragement & support. I want 
each of  you to feel a part of  what 
God is doing here & I sincerely 
ask forgiveness for my recent lack 
of  communication, which has 
made your involvement difficult. 
Looking ahead, I commit to  
sharing more faithfully with you 
about the Angola kingdom work.  
You are an integral part of  this 
mission, because without each 
one of  you, I wouldn’t be here!
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This Year’s Healthcare Highlights ...
... I continue as in previous years but am generally quite a bit busier. I regularly make 
visits to encourage & get to know people thorough medical care: home visits to the sick, 
wound care for those whom local clinics aren’t sufficient, consults advising about 
treatment to seek, & treatment when other options are not available. I have enjoyed 
getting to know extended family, friends & neighbors of  church members through this 
medical assistance. I love watching God bring healing into these lives for His glory!                                                                                                       

At the beginning of  the year I got to know Maria (who lives near the church’s meeting place) because she 
developed a severe abscess that began with an abscessed tooth. The treatment from the local hospital was 
inadequate & she nearly died (a frequent occurrence here). The church cared for her family, while Teague & I 
drained, cleaned & treated the large facial wound daily. God answered our prayers & today, except for a few 
small scars, her face has a normal appearance! Because of  this outreach, her family joined our church family!             
This year I was also introduced Stevão (elderly uncle of  the employer of  a 
lady from church), who had been receiving treatment for a leg wound for 
months with no results. When a local clinic said they could do no more, the 
family asked me to take over his wound care. With lots of  prayer & about 6 
weeks of  simple but dedicated in-home care, God healed his wound! It was, 
in fact, exciting to open the bandage to see the daily progress. The family was 
deeply touched through this outreach. Please pray that this relationship will 
only be the start of  God’s work in this family!                                                                                                                                           
I’ve begun more teaching & training in the area of  natural medicines made from local plants. For the last 
several months, I have worked weekly with a group of  ladies from church teaching ways to maintain better 
health & to treat certain common illnesses with these natural medicines. This group of  ladies has learned to 
produce several different natural oils & salves which they are using for their families. They also have begun 
producing them on a larger scale to sell in order to help the church build a meeting place.  These medicines are 
helping many who would otherwise not have treatment & are already becoming known around the city.  What a 
beautiful gift for the church to be able to give!                                                            
In October I provided CPR training (adult, pediatric & neonate) at the mission 

hospital in Lubango where I did my initial 
medical internship in Angola. The classes were 
such a great experience! I have some classes 
scheduled in another hospital for next year, as 
well as follow-up with the nurses taught this 
year. I pray these classes improve nursing 
knowledge & practice. The CPR dummies 
are a huge help & hit! (Collectively christened 
Jordana’s beautiful children) So thankful for 

your donations that have provided them! 
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Team Work
In April, our team officially withdrew from full-time leadership work in the São Luis church (the first 
church plant we started work with in Huambo). After working toward this goal for several months, we 
feel that our transition to a supporting & encouraging role has gone well. The church sent us off  to begin 
a new church plant! We have been thrilled to see them stepping up, growing & working on their own 
initiative. Praise God! I still visit families during the week, we are in frequent communication with the 
leadership, & as a team we rotate Sundays so that each family visits around once a month.                                       
As we eased out of  time commitments with São Luis we were easing into a new work we call City 
Ministry. We began prayer meetings, Bible studies, vision casting & planning with a few Angolan 
partners interested in joining us. The vision is a cell group Bible study network to target the unreached in 
Huambo’s emerging middle class. Building our cell family “DNA” 
& working hard to focus on being a blessing to others has been 
challenging but very rewarding,  & has drawn us closer to God as 
well as our Angolan friends. After many months of  preparation, 
study & prayer, we, with our Angolan brothers, are preparing to 
open our homes & hearts to those seekers that God has brought & 
will continue bring to us. Please pray for us over the next few 
weeks, that God will bring us the people who are ready for an 
encounter with Him & that we will have the wisdom, love, energy 
& patience to point them to Jesus. 

Finding blessings amidst the difficulties
Mid-April I experienced what we believe was a Strep Throat/Mono/Drug Reaction combo. My team-
mate Umoyo ordered blood tests & administered IV fluids; my dear friend Nadia moved me to her house 
& cared for me for several weeks until I was able to get out of  bed again; missionary Doc Steve Collins 
brought me antibiotics to treat the Strep; ladies from church visited me faithfully, bringing fruit to make 
juice to keep my strength up; & my team-mate Danny went to Luanda to pick up visitors. Pam & Jerry 
Reed, dear friends from LRC, came for a visit mid-May & used their time to take care of  me, help me 
get the rest I needed, & to connect God’s family on different continents. Then my cousin Holly arrived to 
make me laugh & help ease me back into life’s adventures again. So thankful for these & many others 
who were God’s hands & feet to me during these 2 months of  illness. How blessed am I! 
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Life As Usual ...
As I reflected back over the year, I wanted to say 
something about “normal life”, but then I reflected 
that what I now consider “normal” is NOT normal 
in a western context! Routine isn’t really part of  my 
vocabulary any more either. People often ask me 
about my daily or weekly routine & I have trouble 
explaining. I usually can’t predict if  I will have 
working electricity, water, etc. for daily tasks, let 
alone plan my work day. This culture is so fluid & 
flexible that keeping to a “schedule” is pretty 
difficult. But work certainly never gets boring! The 
only thing I can predict is that any given day won’t 
be predictable. It does makes it difficult for me to 
plan on a solid block of  time during the day to do 

something like write a newsletter though. Example: 
Last month I traveled to the Northern Province of  
Uige. In Sep., I was asked to go the first week of  
Nov. The last week of  Oct. it was rescheduled for 
the 2nd week of  Nov. but I wasn’t available due to a 
commitment (it also changed at last minute). So the 
trip moved to the 3rd week of  Nov. The 2nd week 
of  November it was moved to the 3rd weekend in 
November. It all worked out, (for the best actually 
since while I was doing vehicle maintenance for the 
long trip I discovered the transfer case was leaking 
oil & I had to take the LandCruiser in to the 
mechanic’s the 2nd week of  Nov.) But it gives a little 
glimpse of  the perpetual limbo in which I live. :)                          

 MOVING DAY!                                        
I’m very excited to share that I 
will be moving this month! I will 
still be in the city of  Huambo, 
but I will be leaving the 
apartment I have lived in for the 
last 4 years & will be renting the 
house of  a friend in a nearby 
neighborhood. I am so excited to 
have a relatively quiet free-
standing house with a little green 
space! And I am also excited that 
after 4 1/2 years of  hauling water 
from the well down the street, I 

will have running water in the 
house! I will have a shower! And 
the well is on the property so even 
without electricity, I will still have 
plenty of  water! This is such a 
wonderful Christmas present & 
luxury! I am so very thankful for 
these blessings! (Photos to come.)

 JOIN THE WORK
I would like to ask for your 
support of  my ministry through 
constant prayer. I’m always 
happy to share current prayer 
needs by email or Facebook 

messages. I love hearing from you  
& am happy to answer any & all 
questions you might have about 
life & ministry in Angola.                                     
If  you would like to give a gift or 
commit to regular contributions 
for my financial needs, donations 
can be sent to my supporting 
church (address on page 1) or 
made here by credit/bank card 
(there’s a 3% charge for this 
online donation service) When 
you send a gift, please specify 
Angola Mission Fund in the 
memo. Muita Obrigada!
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• Spiritual Growth 

• Physical Health

• Women’s Medical Ministry

• City Ministry Bible Study

• Leaders for City Ministry

• Move/New neighbors

Prayer Requests
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