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z The Year In Review z

This year has included a new ministry, a renewed spirit, a 
tonsillectomy, improved health, & an Angolan economic crisis.

HELLO, I’M SO THANKFUL FOR YOU! 
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I can’t believe another year has 
already gone! I hope this 
newsletter will update those of  
you I didn’t have the privilege to 
see while I was in the USA, as 
well as let you all know what has 
happened since I got back. It has 
been a full year & one in which 
God has allowed me to look back 
to see His grace & all HE has 
done - in both myself  & others. 
My life & ministry here are my 
normal now & I sometimes have 
a hard time knowing what will be 
interesting to you. But I do love 
sharing what God is doing, so 
these next few articles will hit 
some of  my highlights. Ask me if  
there is more you want to know!     
 Around Thanksgiving I 
began reflecting on how much I 
truly have to be thankful for. God 
humbled me by revealing so 

many things He has done & 
given. One of  the things I am so 
grateful for is the continued 
partnership many of  you have 
given to me & God’s kingdom 
work in Angola. Thank you for 
not growing weary of  providing 
encouragement, prayers & 
financial support. I could not be 
here without you! Over the last 
year, I have had several people 
comment that God answers my 
big prayers & is frequently 
working miracles large & small in 
my life. You know what?... He is! 
And He has accomplished so 
much of  this through YOU! 
What you have given financially 
& the powerful prayers that you 
pray over me are glorifying HIS 
name & building a great 
testimony for what the faithful 
family of  God can accomplish!

with little Jordana
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How much one year can hold! 
This year has held many ups & downs, hurts & healings, questions & revelations. At the 
end of  last year, Angola began experiencing a severe economic downturn that effected 
every part of  life. $$$ became scarce, banking rules changed & imports screeched to a 
halt. Food prices soared & many were suffering & hungry. This greatly impacted me as 
well as every Angolan. After months of  inability to receive my salary & being sustained 
by the generosity of  my family in Christ here, I flew to the USA in January to bring back 

funds. Since $$$ are scarce, their value is high & flying round trip to the USA then exchanging to local currency 
is the most cost effective method of  receiving my salary at present. Crazy, right? The great exchange rate has 
enabled me to live on less, but prices of  food have tripled this year for those on local currency. This has all 
greatly challenged & pushed me to be ever more generous & creative in finding ways to help in a healthy way.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 In April I returned to the USA for my scheduled home visit. It was wonderful & rejuvenating to have 
time to be with family, friends & church family. Many of  you know that last year I 
suffered with a lot of  health problems, one of  which was frequent strep throat 
infections. I have made many life changes to help get back to better health, one of  
which was removing my tonsils while in the States. The recovery was rough, but it 
was worth it! I am SO thankful for the wonderful ENT who gave me this gift. I have 
seen an amazing increase in health & energy since the procedure.                                                                                                                                                                 
 This year has also held some significant losses for me. Two men that I had 
been assisting with long-term medical care died this spring. Hilário had AIDS & Tuberculosis. I had been 
assisting him (with the support of  church plant Renovo) in the hospital & at home with meds & supportive care 
for about a year (as he had no family who would care for him). I had been helping Floriano with wound care on 
his chronic leg wounds for years off  & on. On returning from the US in June, I found out that he died suddenly 
while I was away. Then this fall, my cousin Josh Yarbrough was called home to heaven. It was extremely 
difficult time to be far from my family, but God has comforted me as only He can. God has also given me great 
joys, such as the opportunity to assist Barata to receive cataract surgery from a missionary doctor here in 
Angola. After years of  blindness he is thrilled to see & give praise to God! English Club also continues to yield 
mentoring relationships. It is a pleasure to see the growth of  some of  these young men & women! Our interns 
this year brought me great joy and laughter. On my way to the USA in early April, I was able to participate in a 
wonderful missionary conference in Cape Town, South Africa. In October I 

was surprised & blessed to attend a retreat in 
Athens, Greece, for single women in 
missions. Though it wasn’t in my plans, 
God knew that I needed this amazing time 
of  fellowship & encouragement with other 
women who are doing the same thing I 
am, in places all over the world. He made             

         it possible & I praise Him for His kindness!

Interns: Macy, Erin 
& Maple

English Club
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Single Women Missionaries Retreat in 

Athens, Greece Barata & family

http://www.angolateam.org
http://www.angolateam.org
http://www.angolateam.org


New Opportunities in a New Place
As of  this month I have been in this house for a year. It has been great in that the plumbing & privacy 
make my life so much easier. But it is also amazing in that it has allowed me to grow a community. 
Rooms are currently filled by Linda Jordan (American missionary with Wycliff), Tó & Ana (Angolan 
friends) & Kenedi (my adopted nephew), as well as the many visitors that 
God sends our way. It has been a challenge but also a huge blessing to 
open my home & have the opportunity to grow close relationships with 
various young Angolan women. It has been a dream since I arrived to 
provide a home & mentorship to single Angolan girls & God has turned 
it to reality. We’ve already had several single girls live with us for a time 
until they get married. Through these relationships & our house 
devotionals I have learned at least as much as I have been able to share. 
And we have so much fun teaching each other how to cook new things! 

Renovo: Restoration & Relationship
Renovo is the group’s chosen name for what our team used to call “City Ministry”. It means renewal in a 
transformational sense. We meet weekly on Sunday afternoons in each other’s homes; men & women 
also have separate prayer & accountability times weekly. Our Sunday meeting usually goes as follows: 
time spent singing, then sharing about each person’s week, prayer for the personal requests that come up,  
study of  a Bible passage verse by verse, hearing each person’s specific commitment to obedience for the 
week from what we learned together, then we pray together in closing & eat a simple snack along with 
fellowship. It is one of  the highlights of  my week to hear how God is working in each of  us! This group 
has fluctuated since the beginning, but we have a strong small core. We have also had some who dived in 
whole-heartedly & then we prayed while Satan slowly pried them out again. But we continue to pray that 
they will return. This group is driven to study God’s Word to learn what He says to us & then to hold 
each other accountable in obedience to what we have committed to do. It has become a safe place where 
we can be transparent with one another & pray for each others needs. Angolans are hungry for real 
community & applicable Christianity, just as we all are. A man who came to us grasping at anything to 
save his marriage & to turn his life around has grown by leaps & bounds. His hunger to know God’s 
word & apply it has caused tremendous spiritual growth. It is amazing to watch the weekly 
transformation God works in Him & all of  us. This group has been a tremendous blessing & has become 
not only a ministry to pour into, but a place where I am also renewed & refreshed.

Back: Keny, Ana & Linda
Front: Me & Nadia (friend)

Renovo Cell Group Tó & Me My New Home Women’s Group at São Luís



Teaching Opportunities 
Although I have not been given the gift of  teaching, 
I have been given many opportunities to develop 
some teaching skills. I prefer the 1-on-1 or informal 
small group setting but am often asked to share 
when I attend women’s meetings at the São Luis 
church women’s group - usually at the last minute. 
Because of  these last minute panicked preparations 
I have had to be dependent on the Holy Spirit to 
speak, because I don’t often know just what to say. 
But the wonderful thing is, when I don’t know what 
to “teach” I can’t get in the way & the Spirit can 
lead us to what we need to hear. Talk about 

humbling & empowering at the same time. God 
does the work! In September, I was invited at the 
last minute to go to the northern province of  
Cabinda with a delegation from the ICA national 
leadership. It was fun to visit a new province of  
Angola &  amazing to get to know some new 
churches! I was given time with the women to study 
the Bible & health in the home. It was an amazing 
experience & God moved powerfully while we were 
there, encouraging His church & showing His 
healing hand through some treatments I was able to 
offer to some who were sick & suffering.   

 FINANCIAL UPDATE                                        
Over the last few months I have 
received a few emails asking 
about my financial needs. I 
greatly appreciate this care & 
concern & I will share with all of  
you what I shared with them. 
Over the last few years my 
support level has decreased little 
by little until what is coming in 
monthly is less than the projected 
expenditures. I am trusting God 
to provide & I am praying for 
people who are willing to partner 
with me financially, either 
monthly or through one-time 
gifts. If  God is prompting you to 

give, it will be greatly appreciated 
& help me continue my work 
here. 

 JOIN THE WORK
If  you would like to give a gift or 
commit to regular contributions 
for my financial needs, donations 
can be sent to my supporting 
church (address on page 1) or 
made here by credit/debit card. 
When you send a gift, please 
specify Angola Mission Fund in 
the memo. You can also go to my 
blog for donation information & 
to fill out a commitment form if  
you plan to send gifts at regular 

intervals. This will help us know 
what we can count on each 
month. Thank you!                                       
I also ask for your partnership 
through prayer. I’m always happy 
to share current prayer needs by 
email or Facebook. I love hearing 
from you  & am happy to answer 
any & all questions you might 
have. I also have a Facebook  
group for more sensitive 
information that can’t be shared 
through email, as well as updates 
with activities & prayer requests. 
If  you want to be added to this 
group, please send me a message 
via your Facebook account.
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• Renovo Church Plant 

• Renovo leadership

• Praise for improved health

• Angola’s Economic Crisis

• Mentoring relationships

•

Prayer Requests
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